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I would also like to recognize Mr. James 

Shaw, Jr. a native Nashvillian and an Amer-
ican hero. Mr. Shaw bravely stopped this at-
tack from being even worse. His courageous 
and decisive actions saved many lives. In Mr. 
Shaw’s own words, he ‘‘saw an opportunity 
and took it.’’ 

Later Sunday morning, after receiving treat-
ment for his own injuries, Mr. Shaw went 
home to see his family. He is a loving father 
to his 4-year-old daughter, Brooklyn. He then 
went to the church he has attended since he 
was a baby. Mr. Shaw’s greatest concern is 
for the other victims, and he has organized a 
fund to support them. 

Mr. Shaw doesn’t consider himself a hero, 
but his actions clearly prove otherwise. Mr. 
Shaw gave us hope on one of Nashville’s 
darkest days, and he embodies the very best 
of our community. We are forever grateful for 
his bravery and his willingness to put his own 
life at risk in order to save others. 

We are both heartbroken for the tragic loss 
of lives but proud of our hometown hero. This 
tragedy will not define our city. We are grateful 
to people all across America who have sup-
ported our community with prayers and finan-
cial support. 

May we all remember Mr. Shaw’s words: ‘‘I 
hope we can bring violence in all facets—not 
just gun violence, but all facets of violence— 
to an end.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL SMALL 
BUSINESS WEEK 

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, April 
29 through May 5 is National Small 
Business Week. 

Recent studies and surveys have 
shown that small business optimism is 
at an all-time high, and I have seen 
that firsthand with the businesses I 
have met throughout the big First Dis-
trict in Kansas. 

Today, I rise to recognize the hard 
work and perseverance our small-busi-
ness owners have and acknowledge 
their critical role in our local commu-
nities. 

In the United States, small busi-
nesses create about two out of every 
three jobs per year, and more than half 
of Americans either own or work for a 
small business. 

Over the past year and a half, I have 
had the opportunity to have meaning-
ful conversations with many of the 
small businesses across my district. 
From Superior Boilerworks in Hutch-
inson to Midwest Energy in Hays, I 
have listened and learned about the 
issues they face and the ways that Con-
gress can better support small busi-
nesses in Kansas. 

Due to the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, I 
am proud that small businesses will 
now work with lower tax rates and a 
fairer Tax Code. From big cities to 
small towns, entrepreneurs and small- 
business owners across the country are 
creating jobs and contributing to the 
growth of local economies. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating our 
small-business leaders. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PATRICIA 
‘‘PATI’’ MESTAS 

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to remember the life of Patricia 
‘‘Pati’’ Mestas. 

Pati was a good mother to her three 
children, eight grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild. 

Patricia was a retired gas station and 
convenience store worker who loved 
country music and traveling. Patricia 
would go to almost every country show 
within driving distance of her house. 
One of her favorite artists was Jason 
Aldean, and she was excited to see him 
perform at the Route 91 festival on Oc-
tober 1 in Las Vegas. 

Patricia loved to laugh and smile. 
She had a fun-loving spirit and was 
young at heart. Patricia is remembered 
for being outgoing, likable, and being 
sensitive to other people’s concerns 
and problems. 

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Patricia Mestas’ family and 
friends. Please know that the city of 
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and 
the whole country grieve with you. 

f 

HONORING MOLLY SALMI 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a member of the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce 
staff who is retiring after more than 29 
years of public service. 

Molly McLaughlin Salmi began her 
congressional career as a staff assist-
ant on the committee in the 100th Con-
gress. She rose through the ranks and 
has served as Deputy Director of Work-
force Policy for the last 16 years. 

Eight committee chairs, Republicans 
and Democrats, have had the benefit of 
Molly’s guidance, direction, and honest 
feedback. Molly may be the longest 
serving member of the committee’s 
workforce staff, but she has the heart 
of an educator. 

Long ago, she established herself as a 
trustworthy, wise, and encouraging 
mentor to members of the committee 
staff. As an educator myself, I know it 
sometimes isn’t easy to share what you 
know with someone one-on-one, to 
watch them try, sometimes fail, and 
get back up again. Molly has not only 
made mentoring look easy, but she has 
set a standard for paying it forward 
that we should all strive to reach. 

Mr. Speaker, we wish Molly all the 
best, and we will miss her more than 
she will ever know. 

f 

BETTER DEAL VERSUS RAW DEAL 

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, for too 
many hardworking families, job oppor-

tunities are down, medical bills are up, 
and wages are flat—and people are sick 
and tired of getting a raw deal from 
Washington. 

Let me tell you what a raw deal 
looks like. 

I met a homecare nurse who lives 
near me. She works full time. Her hus-
band works full time, too. All they 
want to do is give their two kids the 
best childhood they possibly can. But 
they can’t even afford to take their 
kids to the movies because tickets and 
popcorn and soda are just a little too 
much. When I asked what they do for 
fun, she said they have cable tele-
vision. 

So how are we supposed to explain to 
a family like this, who can only give 
their kids the Disney Channel instead 
of Disney World, that the majority in 
Congress just gave $3.5 billion in tax-
payer funds to the six largest banks on 
Wall Street? 

That is a raw deal, and it is wrong. 
Instead, we should fight every single 
day to give a better deal, built on a 
foundation of better jobs, better pay, 
and a better future for all Americans. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE ARMY 
RESERVE’S 110TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, April 23, the 
Army Reserve marked 110 years in 
service to the Army and the United 
States of America, evolving from the 
Medical Reserve Corps in 1908 to the 
most capable, combat-ready, and lethal 
Federal Reserve force in our Nation’s 
history. 

I rise to say thank you to our sol-
diers, both past and present, and their 
families for serving all these years. 

In today’s full-spectrum environ-
ment, America’s Armed Forces must be 
prepared to respond quickly to capable 
and sophisticated high-end threats. 
They must conduct sustained counter-
terrorist operations, and they must 
deter aggression in multiple regions of 
the world while simultaneously defend-
ing the homeland. 

The Army Reserve has a congression-
ally authorized strength of 199,000 sol-
diers, more than 11,000 civilians, and 
2,075 units. The Army Reserve accounts 
for 20 percent of the Army’s organized 
units and provides nearly half the 
Army’s total maneuver support. 

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly thank 
the Army Reserve for defending our 
Nation with honor and distinction for 
the past 110 years. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF JOE 
BILL DICKERSON 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of 
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Mr. Joe Bill Dickerson, who passed 
away on March 24 at the age of 88. 

Mr. Dickerson was raised in 
Homerville, Georgia, in Georgia’s First 
Congressional District, and truly 
worked hard throughout his life to 
make this world a better place. 

After graduating from college with 
an agriculture degree, Mr. Dickerson 
enlisted in the Air Force, training in 
chemical, biological, and radiological 
warfare. He served in the Air Force 
until 1953, when he went on to phar-
macy school at the University of Geor-
gia. 

Mr. Dickerson served in many levels 
of pharmacy. He worked in pharma-
ceutical sales, at a hospital, a local 
pharmacy, and even became a phar-
macy professor at the University of 
Georgia. 

Today, pharmacists like myself work 
throughout the State of Georgia who 
learned their craft under the watchful 
eye of an experienced Mr. Joe Bill 
Dickerson. His expertise, colorful per-
sonality, and dedication to the better-
ment of others will truly be missed. 

f 

A GOOD DEAL, A BETTER DEAL, 
AND A RAW DEAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, it is 
good to be back here on the floor to 
talk about a good deal, a better deal, 
and a raw deal. But before I get into a 
discussion about how we can move this 
Nation forward and how our colleagues 
on the other side are really taking us 
in the wrong direction, I want to put 
this up for us to take a look at. 

I suspect I caught your attention 
having it upside down. I did that on 
purpose. 

I often start these discussions with 
this. It is from FDR, one of his great 
speeches. He said: ‘‘The test of our 
progress is not whether we add more to 
the abundance of those who have much; 
it is whether we provide enough for 
those who have too little.’’ 

I keep coming to this because it is a 
statement of values. It is a statement 
of direction. It is a statement of what 
I believe we should be doing as Mem-
bers of Congress and as leaders of this 
Nation. 

‘‘The test of our progress is not 
whether we add more to the abundance 
of those who have much; it is whether 
we provide enough for those who have 
too little.’’ 

My Democratic colleagues and I take 
this to heart, and we try to structure 
our policies, our programs, and the di-
rection in which we want our country 
to go along this line, to make sure that 
those in our Nation, those in our com-
munity, those in our States, and even 
within our families, that they have 
enough—enough of the wealth of this 
Nation so that they can enjoy the 

fruits of their work, so that as they 
labor that 8 hours or 10 hours or 12 
hours a day that they put in, it pro-
vides them with enough income so that 
they can have what we learned from 
our Founding Fathers: happiness. 

That is not where we are today. That 
is not what is happening today. Yes, 
the economy is moving. Yes, the unem-
ployment rate is down. But this Con-
gress has just passed a monumental tax 
scam back in December, presumably to 
grow the economy, and when you look 
at that, it is not a better deal, which is 
what we Democrats want for America. 
We want a better deal, one in which 
healthcare costs come under control, 
where prescription drugs can be avail-
able, where we have a real infrastruc-
ture program that actually will build 
the sanitation systems, the water sys-
tems, dealing with those communities 
like those in Michigan that have con-
taminated water and those in my State 
of California where the wells go dry— 
and if they are not dry, those wells are 
contaminated. 

b 1945 

We want a better deal for America so 
that the minimum wage actually pro-
vides sufficient income so that a fam-
ily cannot only survive, but be able to 
pay the rent, be able to educate their 
kids, be able to put food on the table, 
and maybe even have a vacation. 

We want a better deal for America. 
We want a country that is internation-
ally competitive. We want a better deal 
for America’s mariners, not where the 
maritime industry continues to decline 
as it has for the last 20, 30 years, but 
rather where it is built up. 

Legislation such as I proposed that 
would require that a certain percent-
age, a small percentage, of the natural 
gas, one of our vital natural resources; 
and our oil, another vital natural re-
source, that it be shipped overseas on 
American ships with American sailors, 
who can continue to provide the nec-
essary support for our military so that 
our shipyards can build those LNG con-
tainer ships as well as the oil ships. 

We want a better deal for America. 
That is what we are here for. There are 
so many things. How about an edu-
cation? Why should it be that here in 
America the Federal Government pro-
vides student loans, not at the lowest 
possible interest rate, which would be 
the borrowing rate for the Federal Gov-
ernment plus maybe one-half of a per-
cent for administrative purposes, but 
oh, no, our Federal Government 
charges maybe twice as much as what 
the Federal Government could actually 
borrow money for. So the markup is 
like 100 percent. 

That is a raw deal for America. And 
we tried to change that with policy 
changes that would allow for the refi-
nancing of student loans. We want a 
better deal for those students as they 
come out of school, not burdened by 
heavy debt, but, rather, able to start a 
family, buy a car, buy a home, start a 
small business. But oh, no, somehow 

our Republican colleagues won’t con-
sider refinancing student loans. Ameri-
cans are able to refinance their homes, 
but not their student loans. Something 
is wrong here. We want a better deal 
for America. There are so many poli-
cies. 

We want a strong, capable military, 
but we also want a smart military. We 
want a government that will protect us 
from cyber hacking. Look what has 
happened to America. We basically 
have allowed the Russians to hack into 
our energy systems, into our power 
grids. That is not a good deal for Amer-
ica. So where is the Federal Govern-
ment stopping that? What action has 
the President taken to protect our 
electorate, to protect our policies? 

There is one raw deal after another— 
when we offer a better deal, an active 
Federal Government that will protect 
us in cybersecurity. That is what we 
want. We can’t get it. We can’t do that 
now because our Republican colleagues 
are controlling the House. What they 
offered us was a tax scam that is lead-
ing to one raw deal after another raw 
deal. 

Let’s understand exactly what has 
happened here with this tax policy. 
Perhaps we could see it best here. In 
the tax scam, the GOP gives to the rich 
and makes every other American pay 
for it. They do it in just three easy 
steps. 

First of all, they cut taxes for the 
rich. I don’t know what you have heard 
about this tax deal that passed with 
great fanfare just before Christmas and 
the President went down to Mar-a- 
Lago just after he signed it. He talked 
to all of his rich buddies and said: I 
have made you so much more wealthy. 
Indeed, he did—$1.5 trillion-plus, plus 
more than that. Tax cuts, who got 
them? Eighty-three percent of all of 
that money went to American corpora-
tions and to the top 1 percent—$1 tril-
lion and more. It is a raw deal for 
Americans—a tax scam of unprece-
dented proportions, foisted upon the 
American public as though somehow it 
would be good for them. That is step 
one. 

They said this tax bill will pay for 
itself. The essence of trickle-down eco-
nomics is what it was. And so what is 
the next thing that happens? Well, 
when they passed this bill, there wasn’t 
a deficit hawk to be found on the Re-
publican side of this House. Not one 
word did I hear from the deficit hawks 
as they ramped through this tax scam 
without one public hearing here in the 
House of Representatives. No account-
ant came in, no tax lawyer came in on 
a public hearing. Slam, bang, done. It 
was done—done in for Americans. 

Oh, the deficit hawks weren’t 
exterminated. They are not an endan-
gered species. They just simply mi-
grated out of town. Guess what? They 
are back. The deficit hawks are back, 
and they are back with a vengeance. 
They are back with a plan that will rip 
the guts out of programs that Ameri-
cans depend upon: Social Security, 
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